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for special reprobation was the France of the Revolution and of the " rights of man " : Republican France, whose ideas of liberty of conscience he condemned as iniquitous, and whose efforts for the emancipation of the State from religious authority he described as impious.
Wherever French Republican statesmen looked, they saw the standard of reactionary conservatism, which the Vatican had raised, intertwined with the flags of the forces enlisted against the Republic. On the morrow of the conspiracy of May 16, and of the elections of 1877, the hands of the clergy were everywhere visible in the coups de theatre of those episodes. The historian Rambaud points out that the " clerical party had been the cement that had held together the various political parties " during that assault; and he recalls the fact that, in 1877, the counsels given by the Vatican under Pius IX's pontificate were by no means those that arrived from Rome later on under the pontificate of Leo XIII. Jules Ferry was not exaggerating when, addressing his Vosgian constituents in 1879, he sa^ : " Ten years of such laisser-aller as the present, of such blindness, and you will see all this fine system of free schools, independent of state control, . . . crowned by a final liberty, that of civil war/' Not that all Catholics were reactionary and anti-republican; but all anti-Republicans and Reactionaries were Catholic. The Syllabus of Pius IX was a warning. It suggested the necessity of a programme of Republican, therefore national, defence. In the minds of the Republican leaders it justified distrust of the Church. It speedily inspired an energetic response to her declarations and acts of war. Gambetta's le clericalisme, wild Ven-nemi was the plastic form assumed by this pervasive sentiment of fear. The Republicans congratulated themselves that, after all, they had the instrument of the Concordat by which to maintain a certain discipline in at least one of the potential armies of its enemies.
But, after all, the French Catholics could not be held